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Please order by serial number. 


V-1 — Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

V-4 —Behold the Handmaid of the 
Lord 

V-8 —O Holy Mother of God 

V-8a —O Purest Virgin 

V-9 —Hboly Virgin of Virgins 

V-11 —Holy Mary, Our Deliverer 

V-13 — Virgin Most Pure, Pray for Us 

V-14 — Mother of the God of Light 

V-15 —O Mary, Conceived without 
Sin 

V-18 — Mother of Sorrows 

V-20 — The Victim of Calvary 

V-21a—O Holy Mary 

V-22 — Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

V-22a— Mary Receiving Holy 
Communion 

V-23a — Our Lady of Confidence 


ew Marys. Month 





Leaflet prayers and pictures of Mary, God’s Mother 
and ours, to make you feel close to her all during her spe- 
cial month. Ideal as little remembrances for First Holy 
Communions, Ordination, Weddings, Graduations, Moth- 
er’s Day and other special occasions. 


1¢ each or $1.00 per 100. 


V-25 — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

V-26 — Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

V-27 —Our Lady of Light 

V-29 — Queen of the Most Holy 
Rosary 

V-29a — Our Lady of Fatima 

V-30 — Queen of the Rosary 

V-32 — Mary, Morning Star, Our 
Hope 

V-34. —O Mary, Crowned Queen of 
Heaven 

V-35 — Mary, Virgin Mother of God 

V-37 — Our Lady, Queen of Angels 

V41 —Holy Mary, Mother Mild 

V-43a —O Heart of Mary 

V-44 — Our Lady of Good Counsel 

V-45 — Mother of Beautiful Love 

V-48a — Mother of Grace 





A Candle for Mary 


Honor Our Lady in a special 
way this month by having a 
candle burned before the 
Blessed Sacrament. Mary is 
called Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament and will show her- 
self your Mother in return for 
your loving devotion. A can- 
dle will be burned for your 
intentions and your special 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


needs before the Blessed Sac- 
rament exposed in any of our 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual Ado- 
ration for a day and a night 
for 50¢; one week, $3.50; one 
month, $12.00. 


A VIGIL LIGHT may be 
burned in our Relic Chapel in 
honor of your favorite Saint 
for an offering of 10¢. 
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Mary is the Way to the Heart of Jesus. 





True Devotion to Mary 


ZURE skies and fragrant flowers, singing birds and verdant 
bowers remind us that it is May—the beautiful month 
which we lovingly dedicate to Mary, the Mother of God and our 
own dear Mother. From our early childhood we were taught to 
know and to love her, to pray the Hail Mary and the Hail, Holy 
Queen, to sing her praises, and to call on her in all our necessities, 
so that to reverence, love and pray to Mary has become almost 
second nature to us. 

Still, sad to say, many Catholics become so absorbed in the 
passing things of life that they grow careless in their practice of 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin. To lose the uplifting and sanc- 
tifying influence of Mary in our lives would be a tragedy. Many 
theologians have expressed the conviction that devotion to Mary 
is necessary for salvation. We must see to it then that our devo- 
tion is all that it should be—a fervent, loving, living, childlike 
devotedness to her whom God Himself has given us to be our 
special protector and advocate with Him, based on solid doctrinal 
foundations, and not on mere sentiment and feeling. 

One of the most beautiful as well as fruitful forms of devo- 
tion to Mary is that outlined by St. Louis Grignon De Montfort, 
which has come to be known as True Devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The saint bases his treatise on the sound theologi- 
cal consideration that, since all our perfection consists in being 
conformed, united and consecrated to Jesus Christ, the most 
perfect of all devotions is, without doubt, that which most per- 
fectly accomplishes this end. And since Mary is, of all creatures, 
the most conformed to Christ, the devotion which most perfectly 
consecrates and conforms the soul to Our Lord is devotion to 
His holy Mother. Consequently, the more a soul is consecrated 
to Mary, the more it is consecrated to Jesus; and the most per- 
fect consecration to Jesus is a perfect and entire consecration 
of ourselves to the Blessed Virgin. : 

According to St. De Montfort, true devotion to Mary con- 
sists in giving ourselves entirely to her, in order to belong en- 
tirely to Jesus through her. It requires that we give her 1) our 
body, with all its senses and members; 2) our soul, with all its 
powers; 3)our material possessions, present and future; and 4) 
our interior and spiritual goods; that is, our merits and our vir- 
tues, and our good works, past, present and future. In a word, 
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that we give her all we have and may acquire in the future, in the 
orders of nature, grace and glory, without reserving anything for 
ourselves. 

Each good work we perform has a threefold value: satis- 
factory, impetratory and meritorious. The first makes satisfac- 
tion for the punishment due to sin; the second obtains new 
graces; and the third merits grace in this world and eternal glory 
in the life to come. The latter—the meritorious value—we can- 
not give to anyone else. It belongs exclusively to the person 
performing the good work. Therefore, in this perfect consecra- 
tion of ourselves to Our Lady, when we give her all our merits, 
graces and virtues, it is not that she may communicate them to 
others, but that she may keep them, increase and embellish them 
for us. But we give her our satisfactory and impetratory works 
to communicate to whomever she wills, for the greatest glory of 
God. 

By this devotion we give to Our Lord in the most perfect 
manner (by Mary’s hands) all we can give Him, and far more 
than by any other devotion, in which we give Him only a part 
of our time or a part of our good works, or a part of our satis- 
factions. Here, everything is given and consecrated to Him. 

A person who is thus voluntarily consecrated and sacrificed 
to Jesus through Mary can no longer dispose of the value of any 
of his good actions. All he suffers, all he thinks, all the good he 
says or does, belongs to Mary, in order that she may dispose of 
it according to the will of her Son and for His greatest glory. 
However, this offering does not interfere with the obligations of 
one’s state of life, for it is made only in accordance with the order 
of God and the duties of one’s state. 

By this act we consecrate ourselves at one and the same 
time to the Blessed Virgin and to our Lord Jesus Christ; to the 
Blessed Virgin as to the perfect means which Our Lord has chos- 
en to unite Himself to us and us to Him; and to Our Lord as to 
our last end, to whom, as our Redeemer and our God, we owe all 
that we are. 

St. Grignon De Montfort also claims that this devotion may 
justly be called a perfect renewal of our baptismal vows. Every 
Christian, before his baptism, was a slave of the devil. In bap- 
tism, by his own mouth or those of his sponsors, he solemnly re- 
nounced Satan, his pomps and his works, and took Jesus Christ 
for his Master and Sovereign Lord, to love and serve Him with all 
his strength. In the total consecration to Mary we also renounce 
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the devil, the world, sin and self; and we give ourselves entirely 
to Jesus by the hands of Mary. But whereas in baptism it is 
usually through our godparents that we make our promises, in 
this devotion we do it ourselves, voluntarily, and with full knowl- 
edge of what we are doing. Furthermore, in baptism we do not 
give Him the value of our good actions, both of which we do in 
the act of consecration to Mary. 


At our baptism we made a vow to renounce the devil and all 
his pomps—a vow which, St. Augustine says, is the greatest and 
most indispensable of all vows. And yet, how many Christians 
have kept this great vow faithfully? Have they not all, or nearly 
all, swerved from the loyalty which they promised Our Lord in 
their baptism? And is it not obvious that the principal cause of 
the prevailing corruption of morals stems from the forgetfulness 
and the ignorance of the people of their baptismal promises and 
the obligations which they impose? Surely, then, there could be 
no better means of remedying the disorders of Christians than to 
persuade them to renew the vows and promises of baptism and to 
be more faithful in keeping them. Doubtless this is one of the 
reasons which prompted ecclesiastical authorities to embody the 
renewal of baptismal vows in the revised liturgy for the Easter 
Vigil... What wonderful results might be expected, then, for the 
renewal of Christian society, if many persons made use of the 
most perfect means for making the renewal of their vows—con- 
secration of themselves to Our Lord through His holy Mother? 


The total consecration of ourselves to Mary does not hinder 
us from the practice of praying for our parents, relatives and 
friends, whether living or dead, although the application of our 
good works depends on the will of our Blessed Mother. Cer- 
tainly Jesus and Mary will not permit our dear ones or those for 
whom we wish to pray, to suffer any loss on this account. Rath- 
er, we may hope that these dear ones will be provided for all the 
more perfectly, for Jesus and Mary are never outdone in generos- 
ity. 

We need not fear either that by giving away our satisfactory 
merit we are exposing ourselves to the danger of having to suffer 
a long time in purgatory. A fervent and generous soul who gives 
God all he has, without reserve, who lives only for the glory and 
the reign of Jesus Christ through His holy Mother, and who 
makes an entire sacrifice of himself to bring it about, may confi- 
dently expect that Our Lord and His Blessed Mother will be 
specially liberal and merciful toward him, and that his punish- 
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ment in purgatory will rather be lessened than increased or pro- 
longed by such a consecration. 


It is impossible, in a short article of this kind, to explain 
fully the implications of such a consecration, the manner of mak- 
ing it, the obligations which it imposes and the benefits which 
it insures. All this is well explained in our booklet, TO JESUS 
THROUGH MARY (price 15¢), which gives also the formula of 
consecration as composed by St. Grignon De Montfort, along 
with practical advice and suggestions. 


This year there is great concern about the final secret of 
Fatima, which is to be revealed in 1960, and much speculation 
about what it may contain. But our concern should be, first 
of all, to fulfil the requests which Our Blessed Mother made— 
namely, consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the ob- 
servance of the Five First Saturdays in honor and in reparation 
to her Heart; the daily recitation of the Rosary; and the prac- 
tice of penance, which is to consist in the faithful performance of 
our duties in life, and the acceptance of the trials and sufferings 
which this entails. 

Everything points to the truth of the message given to the 
children at Fatima that unless these conditions are fulfilled by 
a sufficient number of persons, and fervent prayer is offered by 
the body of the faithful, the deadly plague of communism will 
spread over the whole world, and a scourge of war more terrible 
than any heretofore witnessed will be sent by an angry and out- 
raged God upon an apostate world. 

Let us then make one last earnest effort to turn aside this 
impending disaster by fidelity to our daily Rosary and to the 
other devotions requested by our Blessed Mother; and to make 
our offering as perfect and complete as possible, let us dedicate 
ourselves wholly and without reserve to our Mother and Queen, 
through whose intercession we can hope for peace and restoration 
of order in the world. 
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The Worker’s Patron, 
Model, and Protector 


ARGE cities the world over witness organized parades of 
workmen each year on the first of May. Some of the par- 
ticipants carry flying banners proclaiming the noble place of the 
workman in society; others march with banners showing a 
clenched fist and the hammer and sickle, to proclaim their philos- 
ophy of godless materialism by which they hope to destroy Chris- 
tian society and substitute atheistic communism. These parades 
are a demonstration of the workman’s strength and of society’s 
dependence on the laborer for its very existence. Yes, every 
workman is needed for the upbuilding and stability of human 
society: workers in factories and fields, workers in mines and 
foundaries; workers of every craft and profession; those who deal 
with physical materials and those who work with the bodies, 
minds and souls of human beings; each in his own way contrib- 
utes to the well-being of society, or possibly to its harm, if he 
fails in his task. 

It was to recognize the importance of manual labor and to 
make the ordinary workman realize the importance and dignity 
of his work, that Pope Pius XII, on the first of May, 
1955, took occasion before a large gathering in St. Peter’s Square 
to praise the simple workman and to proclaim the institution of 
the Feast of St. Joseph, the Workman, to be celebrated annually 
on the first of May. The choice of this date certainly was made 
to offset by a Christian feast the propaganda and demonstration 
of Communists, who for decades have used “May Day,” Europe’s 
official “Labor Day,” to strengthen their godless organization. 
By this new feast, focusing attention on St. Joseph, the Worker, 
the Holy Father hoped to instil into the workers of the world 
a true appreciation of their dignity, and to make them realize 
that their work, lowly as it may seem in some cases, has been 
ennobled by the life of St. Joseph and our Divine Lord, whose 
holy example they are urged to imitate. 

Laborers, today, perhaps more than ever before, need guid- 
ance in the ever-recurring misunderstandings and disagreements 
that arise between themselves and their employers. In all their 
duties, in all their difficulties, in their relationships with others, 
Pius XII bade both worker and employer to look to St. Joseph. 
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He was an ordinary workman in the fullest sense of the word. 
He spent his days in hard work to earn a living for Jesus, Mary, 
and himself. Trials and troubles filled his life. But Joseph was 
a patient and a humble man, a man of faith. He saw in all that 
happened in his life the permissive will of God, and he never 
questioned its wisdom. In all things he offered a prayerful and 
reverential submission to that adorable will, without so much as 
a thought of disobedience, without complaining or murmuring. 
He knew that this life is but a short prelude to the true life that 
lasts forever, and that his living it, there and then, as God 
planned it for him, was his chief duty. 

Holy Scripture tells us that Joseph 
was a just man. This, in Scriptural 
language, means not merely that he 
was fair and equitable in all his deal- 
ings with others; it means rather that 
he possessed all the virtues or qualities 
of soul that make one pleasing in the 
eyes of God. It means he was humble, 
diligent, persevering, obedient and sub- 
missive, rendering to every one his due, 
It means that he tried to be a perfect 
man, perfect as a father and as a husband; perfect as a workman, 
doing the ordinary tasks of life with care and loving attention; 
perfect as a neighbor, not seeking his own selfish interests, but 
concerned for the welfare of others; perfect as a citizen, obeying 
the laws of the civil government, paying his taxes, contributing 
to the peace and tranquillity of the community. 


The labor movement needs St. Joseph today. Labor dis- 
putes are frequent and often marked by violence and bitterness. 
Passions are inflamed; flagrant claims of injustice are advanced; 
greed and degeneracy enter into the picture; negotiations may 
be involved and prolonged, and in the meantime thousands and 
millions of innocent persons suffer. 

If men could be induced to imitate St. Joseph, there would 
be less unrest and more simplicity and happiness in the world. 
Workers would put heart and soul into their work, with a prayer 
on their lips and a song in their heart, and with a resulting peace 
in the home, a genial and friendly atmosphere that spreads its 
sunshine everywhere. 

But St. Joseph is more than just a model for workmen. He 
is a friend and protector. He is an intercessor in heaven. He 
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will obtain patience in difficulties and a firm and trustful faith 
in God that will find a solution for all life’s problems. The 
Church keeps her finger on the pulse of modern living, and it is 
she who has chosen St. Joseph as the Patron of today’s workers. 
There is wisdom in her choice. She wants to make it clear that 
all work must be a part of the religious living of each one’s life. 
It is not something to be separated from the worship of God. 
It is not a debasing thing that is primarily a tool for greedy gain 
and selfish living. The re-discovery of this principle will chris- 
tianize and revolutionize work. Each one who catches the spirit 
and lives it, whether worker or employer, will contribute to a 
Christian culture where justice, resulting from the recognition 
of each one’s rights and his own duties, will be the ordinary state 
of things, and where there will be no cause for bickering and 
strife. 

All of us can and should learn from St. Joseph. Let us ask 
him, then, and ask with humility and sincerity, to make us noble- 
souled individuals, seeking to make the best possible use of our 
talents as circumstances permit, realizing our responsibility to 
God and to our neighbor, and struggling against sloth on the one 
hand, and avarice and an overweening ambition on the other, 
working honestly and conscientiously, patiently and persever- 
ingly, with faith and love. 


The Triumph of Jesus in His Ascension 
From the writings of Abbot Columba Marmion, O. S. B. 


AS His Resurrection, Christ Jesus remains only forty 
days with His disciples. St. Leo says that these days did 
not pass in inaction. By manifold apparitions to the Apostles, 
by His conversations with them, Jesus fills their hearts with joy; 
He strengthens their faith in His triumph, in His Person, in His 
mission; He also gives them His last instructions for the estab- 
lishing and organizing of the Church. 

Now that the mission of His sojourn here below is fully 
terminated, the hour has come for Him to re-ascend to His Fa- 
ther. The Divine “Giant” has completely achieved His course 
upon earth. He is now about to taste in all their fulness the 
profound joys of His marvelous triumph; the ascension into 
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heaven gloriously consummates the entire earthly life of Jesus. 

Of all the feasts of Our Lord, I venture to say that in a cer- 
tain sense the Ascension is the greatest, because it is the supreme 
glorification of Christ Jesus. Holy Church calls this Ascension 
“admirable” and “glorious,” and throughout the Divine Office 
of this feast, she makes us hymn the magnificence of this mys- 
tery. 

Our Divine Savior had asked of His Father to be glorified 
with that glory which He had, in His Divinity, in the eternal 
splendors of heaven. (John 17:5.) The triumph of the Resur- 
rection marked the dawn of this personal glorification of Jesus. 
The admirable Ascension establishes it in full noontide. It is 
the Divine glorification of Christ’s Humanity above the highest 
heavens. . . 

The mystery of Jesus Christ’s Ascension is represented to us 
in a manner suitable to our nature: we contemplate the Sacred 
Humanity rising from the earth and ascending visibly towards 
the heavens. For the last time Jesus assembles His disciples 
and leads them towards Bethany on the Mount of Olives. He 
gives them anew the mission of preaching to all the earth, while 
promising to be ever with them by His grace and the action of 
His Spirit. Then, having blessed them, He rises, by His own 
Divine power and that of His glorious soul, above the clouds, 
and disappears from their gaze. 

But His material ascension, however real it is, however won- 
derful it appears to us, is at the same time the symbol of an as- 
cension of which the Apostles themselves did not see the term, 
an ascension more wonderful still, although incomprehensible for 
us. Our Savior, rises, He ascends “above all the heavens” (Eph. 
4:10), passing all the angelic choirs, staying only at the right 
hand of God. 

You know that this expression “at the right hand of God” 
is only figurative and must not be taken literally; God, being 
spirit, has in Him nothing that is corporal, but Holy Scriptures 
and the Church employ this expression to demonstrate the sub- 
limity of the triumph granted to Christ in the sanctuary of the 
Divinity. In the same way, when we say that Jesus is “seated” 
we mean to signify that He has entered forever into possession of 
that eternal repose merited for Him by His glorious combats. 
This repose, however, does not exclude the continual exercise of 
the omnipotence communicated to Him by the Father in order 
that He may rule, sanctify and judge all mankind. 
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St. Paul has celebrated this Divine glorification of Jesus in 
magnificent terms in his Epistle to the Ephesians. “What is the 
exceeding greatness of (God’s) power towards us who believe. 
Its measure is the working of His mighty power which He has 
wrought in Christ in raising Him from the dead, and setting Him 
at His right hand in heaven, above every Principality and Power 
and Virtue and Domination—in short, above every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. 
And all things He made subject under His feet, and Him He 
gave as Head over all the Church...” (Eph. 1:19-22.) 


Henceforward Christ Jesus is and remains for every soul the 
one source of salvation, of grace, of life, of benediction; hence- 
forward, says the Apostle, His Name has become so great, so 
resplendent, so glorious, that every knee shall bow before It, in 
heaven, on earth, and in hell, and every tongue shall confess that 
Jesus lives and reigns “in the glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 
2:10, 11.) 


Consider how, in very truth, since that blessed hour, the 
countless multitudes of the elect in the Heavenly Jerusalem, of 
which the Lamb that was slain is the eternal light, cast their 
crowns at His feet, and fall down before Him; proclaiming in a 
chorus like the sound of many waters that He is worthy of all 
honor and glory because their salvation and beatitude have their 
beginning and their end in Him. 


Since that hour, upon all the face of the earth, every day, 
during the holy action of the Mass, the praise and supplication 
of the Church ascend to Him who alone can sustain her in her 
conflicts, because He is the one source of all strength and of all 
virtue: “Thou who sittest at the right hand of the Father, have 
mercy on us. For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord; 
Thou only, O Jesus Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high 
in the glory of God the Father.” 


(“Christ in His Mysteries,’’ Chapter XVI.) 





The Cause for Beatification of Abbot Columba Marmion, 0O.S.B. 
was introduced in 1957. Marmion Abbey at Aurora, Illinois is the 
headquarters for the Cause in this country. Requests for information, 
prayer leaflets, holy cards, etc., as well as reports of favors received 
through the intercession of Abbot Marmion, may be addressed to 
Rev. Alcuin Deck, O.S.B., Marmion Abbey, Butterfield Road, Aurora, 
Illinois. 
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The Sanctifier of Souls 


BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit!” With these words, every 

Catholic, in reciting the Apostles’ Creed, professes faith in the 
Third Person of the Blessed Trinity. And why does he believe 
in the Holy Spirit? Because our Divine Lord bore eternal wit- 
ness, again and again, to this Spirit of Truth, the Advocate, the 
Paraclete, the Holy Spirit. He taught that the Holy Spirit is a 
Divine Person, true God with the Father and the Son, equally 
omnipotent and eternal, infinitely perfect, the Supreme Good, 
infinitely wise, and of the same nature as the Father and the 
Son. In making the Sign of the Cross, the Catholic again makes 
a profession of faith in the Holy Spirit, and in His equality and 
oneness with the Father and the Son. In the Glory be to the 
Father, he offers adoration and praise to this One God in three 
Divine Persons. 

The Holy Spirit is the Substantial Love of the Father and 
the Son, and that is why He is called the “Holy Spirit.” Love, 
as every one knows, requires two persons: one who loves and 
one who is loved.. In true love the two are interchangeable, or 
the love is mutually given and received, and between the two 
loving and being loved there is a bond. It is not the love of the 
one, nor the love of the other, but a mysterious result of the two 
affections, fused into one, as it were, creating a bond which en- 
chains, and an embrace wherein two hearts leap with a single joy. 
So is the love beween the Father and the Son. Love is not in the 
Father alone; love is not in the Son alone. There is something 
between them, as it were, a Living Bond. The Father and the 
Son give themselves to each other in a love so infinite that their 
love can express itself in nothing less than a Person who is Love, 
the Spirit of Love, the Holy Spirit, who thus “proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.” 

It is the Holy Spirit who communicates “holiness” to the 
souls of men by the Divine operations of His grace in which He 
gives Himself to souls. On the day of Pentecost He communi- 
cated Himself to the Apostles under the form of tongues of fire. 
But the invisible communications of the Holy Spirit are of daily 
occurrence. He comes invisibly into souls through the Sacra- 
ments and through His Gifts. Because He makes souls “holy,” 
He is called the “Sanctifier.” The forgiveness of sins in Baptism 
and the Sacrament of Penance is wrought through the Holy 
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Spirit. He blots out the guilt of sin, infuses sanctifying grace 
(or holiness), and gives actual graces to enlighten the mind and 
move the will. At the same time He increases in the soul His 
special Gifts: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, 
Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the Lord. These sanctifying and 
saving activities are manifestations of the Holy Spirit in action. 
Though they are regarded as the operations of the Holy Spirit, 
it must be understood that they are really common to all Three 
Divine Persons. It is because the sanctification of souls is a sub- 
lime manifestation of God’s boundless love that these works, in 
which Divine Love excels, are attributed especially to the Holy 
Spirit. 

The great need of the world today is love: a love of God, and 
a love in God, which brings all men closer to one another and 
closer to the Source of Divine Love. Love is the Divine remedy 
which heals all wounds, forgives all evil, manifests all charity. 
Pentecost is a great feast of Love, in which the Spirit of Love, 
proceeding from the Father and the Son, pours Himself out upon 
the Church and upon souls so that they may learn to love God 
truly and love one another in greater abundance. 


Without the Fire of Love, the Holy Spirit, man has only 
a natural existence. He lives for this world alone; he strives for 
what may redound to his natural, earthly life; he seeks himself, 
and is intent only on things of sense, or on success and independ- 
ence and wealth in material things. That is the curse of the 
world today. Too many fail to comprehend the tremendous im- 
port of life, to realize their eternal destiny. Too many do not 
know God, nor love and serve Him with all their heart and soul, 
with all their strength and understanding. And as a conse- 
quence of not fulfilling the First Great Commandment, neither 
do they fulfil the Second Great Commandment: “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” That is why we who do know the 
Spirit of Love, who know how much souls in the world have need 
of Him today, must continually invoke the Holy Spirit and ask 
Him to enkindle this love of God and love of neighbor in the 
hearts of all men. That is the great intention of the Pentecost 
Novena which is made just before the feast. Catholics every- 
where are strongly urged to make this Novena, a novena which 
Pope Leo XIII commanded to be made throughout the world, 
that men may listen to the Holy Spirit and harden not their 
hearts, but follow the path of truth and virtue which He points 
out. 
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Novena to the Spirit of Love 


From the to the 
day after the Vigil of 
Ascension Pentecost 
May 8 May 16 





The first great Novena in honor of the Holy Spirit was 
crowned with an abundant outpouring of the Divine Spirit of 
Love upon the Apostles. It enkindled within them a zeal that 
defied the sword and the cross, that braved storms at sea and 
bloody persecutions on land for the propagation of the Faith 
taught by Jesus Christ. 

In our Novena to the Holy Spirit of Love, let us beg Him 
to fill souls the world over with zeal for the triumph of right over 
might, for the triumph of truth over error, for the triumph of 
honesty and purity over deceit and sensuality. Let us pray the 
Holy Spirit to fill many young men and women with a zeal for 
the triumph of Christ which will induce them to dedicate their 
lives as Priests, Brothers and Sisters to His work. Let us ask the 
Holy Spirit to draw the hearts of heretics and pagans, all those 
outside the True Church, to the one Fold of Christ, so that once 
again the world may find peace in the Unity of all men in a com- 
mon faith, worship and love, and that from every quarter of the 
earth there may ascend heavenward praise to the Holy Trinity. 

To obtain the special favors and blessings of the Holy Spirit 
and an increase of His Gifts and Fruits for yourself and for souls 
everywhere, pray during this Novena seven times the Glory be 
to the Father, and these aspirations: Divine Spirit of Truth, 
teach souls to know Thee! Sweet Spirit of Love, urge all souls 
to love Thee! Mother of God, Spouse of the Holy Spirit, pray 
for souls everywhere that love may be poured into all hearts! 

For remembrance in the Sisters’ prayers during this Novena, 
send your intentions to one of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual 
Adoration: Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; Kansas City, 
Missouri; San Diego, California; but preferably to our Mother- 
house: — 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Listen to Your Mother 


ORTY-TWO years ago, on May 13, 1917, Our Blessed Moth- 
er appeared at Fatima. How was she attired? Lucy and 
Jacinta, two of the favored seers, have told us that her dress, 
white as snow, was fastened at the neck by a golden cord and 
reached down to her feet, which were just visible. A white veil, 
embroidered with gold, covered her head and shoulders, and like- 
wise fell to her feet. She revealed no signs of following the 
modern trends in fashion. There was no cutting short of sleeves, 
neckline and skirt of the garments she wore. They were not 
tight and form-revealing. Mary was dressed most modestly, for 
she is the Virgin most pure! 


Mary Immaculate has never, and can never approve of to- 
day’s revealing fashions, worn by women and girls, by men and 
boys, and even by small children whose mothers permit them to 
go with practically no clothing. On the contrary, in very posi- 
tive words she disapproved of these fashions which seem to be 
“cut out of a cloth spun by Satan himself and designed in his 
workshop to destroy the morals of men.” She told Jacinta: “Cer- 
tain fashions will be introduced which will offend Our Lord very 
much!” And she also stated, “More souls go to hell because of 
sins of the flesh than for any other reason.” In her message 
at Fatima, she appealed for prayer and penance to save souls 
enmeshed in the snares of the devil. 


With each passing year the trend to immodesty seems to 
become more daring. Who but Satan could devise such brazen 
immodesty as may be seen everywhere in the summer season, 
and which, as long as the effects of original sin prevail, will con- 
tinue to arouse impure thoughts and desires and cause many 
souls to fall into mortal sin? It is time that every man and 
woman realized that in adopting the prevalent shocking styles 
they are the victims of a diabolical world-wide Communistic plot 
for the destruction of morals through fashions that promote lust. 
You ask: How do the Communists figure in this plan? The 
answer: By organizing schemes to promote immodesty and im- 
morality, for they realize only too well that once they have ac- 
complished moral ruin of the people, their conquest of whole na- 
tions will be easily effected. 

The lists of condemned movies and TV programs in the 
diocesan papers are evidence of their work in the field of enter- 
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tainment. Printed works of all types reveal the same organized 
effort to spread evil. Every possible outlet is employed for the 
accomplishment of their aim. Dr. Bella V. Dodd, once a top 
Communist in the United States, who a few years ago renounced 
Communism and returned to the Catholic Faith, has testified 
that eighty-five per cent of all the filthy comic books in this 
nation are financed by Communists. Their work in the world 
of fashions has been just as thorough. As tools of the archenemy 
of souls, they have been working to realize the objective of nud- 
ism everywhere for the corruption of souls. A French paper 
published as long as a hundred years ago reveals this fact by a 
plan of corruption outlined there. This plan calls for gradual 
baring of the body from year to year, until their program of 
nudity has been achieved. The evidence that it has been effec- 
tive is everywhere; and sad to say, Catholics have gone along 
with the program wholeheartedly, ignorant of or even indifferent 
to its harmful effects. Often they seem to be the chief offenders. 
Even the convent parlor must bear witness at times to fashions 
that offend grievously against modesty. And still worse, such 
clothes are worn in the very church itself, in the presence of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, at Holy Mass and Communion, for 
confession. 

The Popes have warned of the evils in the trend of modern 
fashions, and have called upon Catholics to “fight this most 
serious plague.” But too many Catholics have taken refuge for 
shameless exposure in the excuse: “It’s the fashion. Everyone 
is doing it, so what can be wrong with it?” Custom, they say, 
nullifies adverse effects, and hence present-day dress no longer 
constitutes an occasion of sin. 


The Mother of God has made known the standards of fem- 
inine modesty through the Vicar of her Son, Pope Pius XI, in 
these words: “A dress cannot be called decent when it is cut 
deeper than two fingers’ breadth under the pit of the throat; 
if it does not partially cover the arms, and scarcely reaches a bit 
beyond the knees. Furthermore dresses of transparent material 
are improper.” If he were now to reiterate standards of modesty, 
he would surely inveigh against the still more brazen costumes 
(if they may be so called) which are paraded on beaches and 
even city streets by both sexes. 

Edmund Burke, a great English statesman of the 18th Cen- 


tury, once made the statement that “all that is necessary for 
the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing!” Catholic 
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fathers and mothers who are made aware of the true situation 
will surely not permit evil to triumph because they remain in- 
active. Exercising their God-given role as parents, they must 
see that modesty in dress, speech and behavior prevails in their 
family, whatever the occasion. Catholics must, like good Samari- 
tans, bend over the wounded world and pour in the oil and wine 
of good example, prayer and penance, to restore it to sound 
health. 

Guided by Mary, and aided by grace, let each member of 
the Catholic family return to the ideals of modesty. Let all be 
willing to do the penance of foregoing a little comfort for the 
sake of the priceless jewel of purity. Let women and girls adopt 
Marylike fashions* and give edification by their becoming con- 
duct; let the men and boys dress and act like gentlemen. Let 
mothers and fathers begin their children’s training in modesty 
and purity in their earliest years, for this is one of the duties of 
their state of life. 


Mary asks each 
and all to accept her 
as the Model of mod- 
esty and chastity. Will 


you not listen to this 


Mother of Mothers? 








*Marylike fashions can be obtained in many stores. Information 
about them can be obtained from: — 


The Marylike Fashion Center 
Box 72 
Bartelso, Illinois 
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This May, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” has its fifty-fifth 
birthday and you are all invited to help celebrate with us. Over 
the years you have been writing to tell us how much our maga- 
zine means to you, so we feel you share in our joy in a very 
special way. The fact that Tabernacle and Purgatory is able to 
have a fifty-fifth birthday is owing to you, as well as to us. For 
your interest, your help, has enabled us to keep on publishing 
it, and bringing it to more and more homes. This means that 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament has increased through your 
active co-operation with our apostolate of bringing the God of 
love and the love of God closer to people. 

The five candles burning on Tabernacle and Purgatory’s 
birthday cake each represent ten years of its existence. They 
represent also, we hope, the flame of love for God and concern 
for the souls suffering in purgatory which burn more brightly be- 
cause of our magazine. And as Tabernacle and Purgatory enters 
its fifty-sixth year, we would like to ask you to help us light 
another candle on the cake, by continuing to help us as you have 
so faithfully in the past. You will light this candle for us by 
renewing your own subscription, by giving additional gift sub- 
scriptions, by interesting others in our magazine and by praying 
that God will bless our work and help us to reach more and more 
souls who have such great need of realizing the Gift He made 
them in the Blessed Sacrament. Our gratitude for your “birth- 
day candle” will be our continued prayers for you and those dear 
to you. Daily over the years, our faithful friends and readers 
have been and are remembered in our Sanctuaries of Perpetual 
Adoration, where the Adorers kneel day and night before the 
Blessed Sacrament, begging God’s blessings on friends like you, 
who help us to do His work. 
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Our Mother and Our Queen 


N GIVING us His Mother to be our Mother too, Jesus gave 
her to us to be also our QUEEN. Raised to the ineffable 
dignity of Mother of the King of kings, Mary is truly Queen, 
as the Church salutes her in the time-honored prayer, “Hail, 
holy Queen.” And with the Church this is no idle gesture, as is 
witnessed by the homage which she has paid to Mary through the 
centuries and the formal institution of the Feast of the Queen- 
ship of Mary (May 31) by the late Pope Pius XII. 

As Jesus is King of the Universe, so Mary is its Queen. 
Therefore, we must conclude with St. Bernardine of Siena, that 
as all creatures in heaven and on earth serve God and are subject 
to His empire, so also they are under the dominion of Mary. 
Let us then, as St. Alphonsus urges, “fly, and fly always, to the 
feet of this most sweet Queen, if we would be certain of salva- 
tion.” 

What a consolation to know that our most blessed Queen, 
Mary, is always in the Divine presence, acting as our advocate 
and interposing with God by her prayérs, which are most power- 
ful. She sees our miseries and our dangers, and succors with the 
tender compassion of a Mother and the powerful help of a Queen. 

O Virgin most high, well do I know that thou, who art 
Queen of the Universe, art also my Queen. I am determined to 
dedicate myself wholly to thy service, in order that thou mayest 
dispose of me as thou wilt. Accept me, O Mary, for thine own, 
and as thy charge, take care of my salvation. I am no longer 
mine; to thee do I give myself. If in the past I have served thee 
poorly and lost so many occasions of honoring thee, for the fu- 
ture I will be one of thy most loving and faithful servants. I 
am firmly resolved that from this day forward no one shall outdo 
me in honoring and loving thee, my most beloved and tender 
Queen. This I promise, and this, with thy help, I hope to per- 
form! 

My Queen, my Mother, remember I am thine. Keep me, 
guard me as thy property and possession! 


Spiritual Vitamin for May 


To thee, O Virgin Mother, who wast never touched by any spot of 
original or actual sin, | commend and entrust the purity of my heart. 
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The Holy Spirit and the Holy Sacrifice 


GREAT and intimate union exists between the Holy Spirit 

and the Holy Eucharist. It is by the power of the Holy 
Spirit that the sacrificial gifts of bread and wine offered in the 
Mass are sanctified and transubstantiated. It is His Divine 
operation which changes the bread and wine into the Body and 
Blood of Christ, just as once by His Divine power that same 
Body and Blood were formed in the pure womb of the Virgin 
Mary. The High Priest, Christ, our Lord, borrows and makes 
His own the hands and voices of the priests of His Church, who 
have been chosen and consecrated in the Holy Ghost for this 
sublime ministry. 

At the Last Supper, Christ commissioned His Apostles as 
His first Priests to do what He had done, that is, to offer the 
Sacrifice of His Body and Blood. But the Flesh of the Word and 
the Divine Blood which the Holy Spirit had formed at the very 
outset, and still holds in His keeping, could not be reproduced in 
the Sacred Mysteries without the incommunicable operation of 
Him whose glorious masterpiece they are. Fifty days were to 
transpire before there was given to the Apostles the Holy Spirit, 
the Divine Agent who alone could transform these gifts, this 
bread and wine. Pentecost, the glorious Pentecost, dawned at 
last, and the Creating Spirit came to them with a mighty wind. 
Thenceforth—and only from that time—did the Apostles begin 
to offer the Divine Sacrifice. Priests down through the ages have 
continued to offer It through His Power. 

“It is by the Spirit, who is Eternal Fire,” says the Abbot 
Rupert, “that Mary conceived Him. It is by Him that Jesus of- 
fered Himself a living Victim to the living God; and it is by the 
same Fire that He now burns on our altars, for it is by the opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghost that the bread is changed into His Body.” 
So, too, St. Denis the Areopagite, the great disciple of the Apostle 
St. Paul, teaches that when Jesus called His disciples to share 
in His sovereign Priesthood, although as God He was the Author 
of all consecration, yet He left the consummation of the priest- 
hood to the Holy Spirit, and He bade His Apostles to remain 
in Jerusalem and there await the fulfilment of the promise of 
the Father that they should be baptized with the Holy Ghost a 
few days later. 

“The priest,” says St. John Chrysostom, “comes forth, car- 
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rying, not fire, as under the Law, but the Holy Ghost.” It isa 
man who appears before us, but it is God who works. “How 
shall this be done?” said Mary to the Angel, “for I know not 
man.” Gabriel answered: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee.” 
“And you ask me,” says St. John Damascene, “how the bread 
and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. I answer you: 
‘The Holy Ghost overshadows the Church and achieves this 
Mystery, which is beyond all word and all imagination.’ ” 


Matthias J. Scheeben, a theologian highly esteemed in our 
days, in his book, “The Mysteries of Christianity,” touches upon 
this mystery of Transubstantiation and how it is effected by the 
Holy Spirit. “According to the conception of the ancient litur- 
gies,” he writes, “the Eucharistic act of sacrifice is effected by 
the fire of the Holy Spirit, which, called down by the Church, 
falls upon the bread that represents mankind. From this bread 
it forms the body and blood of the true sacrificial Lamb, as once 
it formed Him in the womb of the Virgin, thereafter to offer Him 
on the Cross and in the Resurrection as the perfect Holocaust. 
As Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, so in the Holy Spirit 
He offered Himself to God undefiled on the Cross, and by the 
power of the same Holy Spirit He rose again to incorruptible life, 
in which He eternally displays and guards the value of His sac- 
rificial Death. That this Sacrifice, thus brought to pass in the 
Holy Spirit, may be embodied in the Church and the Church in 
it, the bread and wine are changed, by the power of the same 
Holy Spirit, and in a renewal and continuation of the mystery 
of the Incarnation, into the Body and Blood of the Lamb al- 
ready immolated and existing as an eternal, perfect Holocaust. 
In this way, Christ, as one who was already gone on ahead by 
reason of His Death and Resurrection, is offered to God from the 
midst of the Church as its Sacrifice.” (Chap. 17, pp. 509, 510.) 


In another passage (a footnote on page 498), this same 
author says: “To the Divinity is truly united the Body that was 
born of the Blessed Virgin, not in the sense that the Body which 
ascended into heaven comes down again, but in the sense that 
the bread and wine are changed into God’s Body and Blood. 
If you ask how this takes place, it is sufficient for you to know 
that it is done by the Holy Spirit, in the same way that Our Lord 
took flesh from the holy Mother of God and made it subsist in 
Himself. We apprehend and understand no more than that 
God’s word is:-true and efficacious, and can do all things. But 
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the way it is done is simply beyond our powers of investigation. 
This much may be said without misgiving: Just as bread, by 
eating, and wine and water, by drinking, are naturally changed 
into the body and blood of him who eats and drinks, and do not 
become a body different from the living body that existed before, 
so the bread that had previously been placed on the table, and 
also the wine and water, are converted into the Body and Blood 
of Christ by the invocation and coming of the Holy Spirit, in 
a manner that exceeds the powers of nature. Once this action 
has been performed, there are no longer two substances, but one 
and the same.” 


It is through the Holy Spirit that the priest carries out all 
the works of His sacred ministry and office. The whole Christian 
life, and every supernatural gift comes to mankind from Him 
through the Church, and so, too, the greatest of God’s Gifts, 
Himself in the Holy Eucharist. 


Mother of Mercy 


HE Church loves to greet Mary as the Mother of Mercy. 
“Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy. . .” is one of her favor- 
ite prayers, addressed to Mary under one of her favorite titles. 
Mercy—St. Augustine tells us—is the compassion we feel for 
the misery of others; a compassion that leads us to assist them 
in proportion to our ability. This compassion has its birth in 
charity, for the love we feel for anyone who is unfortunate makes 
us look upon the ills he suffers as our own. If, then, Mary is 
all love for us, she must be moved by our distress and be merciful 
to us. After Our Lord Himeslf, no one loves and compassionates 
us so much as His holy Mother, Mary. 


St. Anselm, addressing Our Lady, says: “Thou who didst 
become Mother of God with a view to mercy, show pity to my 
misery by interceding for me.” When we place these words on 
the lips of the holy souls in purgatory, what a powerful plea they 
form! For if the Mother of Mercy is moved to pity in proportion 
to the distress and helplessness of the one calling upon her, how 
great is her pity for the poor souls whose distress and helplessness 
is supreme. Moreover, her ability to help is without limit, and 
these souls are at the same time most dear to her because they 
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are the elect spouses of her Divine Son, destined to reign with 
Him in heaven for all eternity. 


Full of compassion for the suffering souls, Mary is indeed 
ceaselessly engaged in procuring them alleviation. “How good 
Mary is to the poor prisoners who groan amidst the flames of 
purgatory!” exclaims St. Vincent Ferrer. “Not a moment passes 
but through her intercession they receive relief and aid.” Happy 
indeed are the true Children of Mary; for she not only helps and 
protects them in this world but also extends her compassion to 
them in purgatory. Following her example, let us, too, be zealous 
in assisting these helpless victims of Divine Justice. They are 
our brothers and sisters in Christ, and perhaps some of those 
near and dear to us are numbered among them—a father, a 
mother, a brother or sister, a husband or wife. To hasten their 
release, let us be fervent and faithful in offering our Holy Masses 
and prayers, and gaining indulgences for them. And to make 
them even more effective, let us offer them through the hands of 
our loving Mother of Mercy. 


The Origin of Happiness | 


N ARTIST on finishing a painting which expresses some 
of the beauty he has experienced, a scientist who has suc- 
cessfully completed an experiment into which years of labor have 
gone, a mother at the assurance that her child loves her, knows 
happiness which is deep and true, but which will not last forever. 
There will be other paintings, other experiments, other children 
that will not bring such happiness. On the Feast of the Holy 
Trinity, however, we celebrate a happiness which is eternal. This 
eternal and infinite happiness is that of God Himself; it lacks 
nothing and nothing can be added to it. Yet, to the everlasting 
gratitude of our human hearts, God decided of His own infinitely 
free choice to share this happiness with us. Every act of creation 
which reaches its height in the creation of man himself, was, 
therefore, an act of love, since they all sprang from God’s infinite 
goodness and His desire to have us share in that happiness which 
from all eternity flows from the Father to the Son and from 
Both to the Holy Spirit. 
Offered this marvelous share in a boundless happiness, man, 
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exercising his gift of free will, chose to reject it and brought on 
himself the terrible unhappiness of sin, from which he was power- 
less to free himself. And what did the Holy Trinity do? Did 
God stand aloof, washing His hands, as it were, saying: “Well, 
they had their chance; now, let them just make the best of their 
misery.” No, God’s love was so great, His desire for our happi- 
ness so intense, that He was willing to buy back our happiness, 
buy it back at the price of His own Son, the Second Person of 
the Blessed Trinity. And so, “the Word became Flesh” and 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became the Priest and Victim of 
our salvation. 


Nor did the Trinity stop with buying us back. “Go, make 
disciples of all nations,” this was Christ’s command after He had 
won for us all the right to heaven. The love of the Holy Trinity 
was still at work, still seeking to include all men in the circle of 
true and lasting happiness for which they had been created. 
And there was no doubt as to the means to be used: “Baptize 
them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost.” That is: bring all men into union with the Triune God; 
mark them as destined to be with God in heaven. Even more, 
“Teach men to observe all that I have commanded you.” Since 
God’s purpose in creating man was to make him a sharer in His 
own infinite happiness, it is obvious that the most important task 
He has given man is to save his own soul and those of others. 


Thus, when we co-operate in saving souls, no matter how 
humble a share we have in this, when we teach even one soul 
to know and love God better, we are giving him eternal life, eter- 
nal happiness: “Now this is eternal life, that they may know 
Thee, Father in heaven, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.” 
Having raised us by Baptism and sanctifying grace to the dignity 
of His adopted children, God has given each one of us a part 
in His plan of redemption. The success of His plan depends on 
our co-operation in it, for no one else can do the work God has 
destined to be ours in His plan for the saving of souls. Today, 
countless numbers of these souls, whom the Trinity holds so dear, 
are in danger of being brought to judgment before they have 
been made followers of Christ. We will do all in our power to 
save these precious souls for God if we truly mean the words of 
the prayer we say so often, a prayer which expresses the meaning 
and purpose of our life both here and hereafter: “GLORY BE 
TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY 
GHOST.” 
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Mother’s Day 


OTHER’S DAY is celebrated only once a year, but it is 
really part of every day of our lives, because our mothers, 
whether they are alive or dead, are, by the love, care and train- 
ing they have given us, still a part of our daily lives. The full 
meaning of Mother’s Day goes, then, much deeper than the cards, 
the flowers, the visits home on the second Sunday in May. These 
are just the expression of our year-round love for the one who 
gave us life and helped to teach us life’s meaning. Good moth- 
ers, whether young or old, accept our offerings on this day gra- 
ciously, seeing in them a tribute to the great vocation of mother- 
hood, which they have exemplified for us. 

Catholic mothers find in Mother’s Day an appraisal of the 
important part they play in the Divine plan of family life. Men 
are by nature more absorbed in the physical, in the struggle to 
support a family and to achieve success. It is the mother’s part 
to emphasize the spiritual, to remind her husband of the shallow- 
ness of worldly success and to help him build their family life on 
the solid foundation of faith and religion. That is why Catholic 
mothers turn to Mary, the Mother of mothers, on this day to ask 
her help in their effort to be like her. They know their need 
of charity, prudence, purity and patience; they realize they must 
set the example in their homes. And they ask the Mother of 
God to obtain for them that same spirit of loving sacrifice which 
characterized her, to make them also, strong, tender and true. 
For, they want to be Catholic Mothers as much in their dealings 
with their children and neighbors as at the Communion table, as 
much at home as at the club meeting, as much at work as at 
prayer. For them, Mother’s Day is not a day of surface senti- 
ment, but a day of deep awareness, of gratitude and of humble 
resolve to be worthy of all that the term “Catholic” and “Moth- 
er” implies. 





On Mother’s Day, remember your Mother at Mass and Holy Com- 
munion, the best of all gifts. Enroll her, too, in our Association of 
Perpetual Adoration, which will ensure constant prayer for her in life 
and after death, as long as she may need it. The usual offering for 
such enrollment is from .$1.00 to $5.00 for simple membership; $10.00 
for privileged membership. Attractive certificate is given with each 
enrollment. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Ask It Through Your Mother 


AGAN Rome was in terror. Coriolanus, with his vast, power- 
ful, well-disciplined army, was at the gates. There was no 
doubt about what he intended to do. Thrust out of the Senate 
because of jealousy, unjustly banished from the city he had loved 
and served devotedly, he had sworn then to return one day and 
destroy Rome utterly. Nothing would escape him; with fire and 
sword he would reduce it to rubble. 


Now he was back with the enemy troops to carry out that 
threat. A skilled General, he had trained his men with match- 
less efficiency. Already they had laid waste the surrounding 
countryside. Rome could no longer withstand their siege. In 
vain had the Senate sent messengers to him with treaties of 
peace. Let him only withdraw his troops and they would make 
him Emperor. Would he not remember his old love for Rome 
and forgive the injustice done him? Coriolanus would not listen; 
his heart was set on vengeance. Rome must be destroyed! 


The priests of the temple went out to his camp. Dressed in 
the ceremonial robes of their office, they knelt before him in his 
tent, begging him to remember that Rome was the city of his 
forefathers, his ancestral home. Surely he would not allow these 
foreigners to overrun it, desecrate it, ruin its ancient shrines? 
Unmoved, Coriolanus sent them back to the city with word that 
the hour of vengeance had struck. 

Desperate, the Romans sent rich presents. Loaded on the 
backs of horses and mules, they sent him gifts enough to form 
a king’s ransom: gold and silver, jewelry, rare and precious 
materials—such as would bribe the heart of any man. Disdain- 
fully, Coriolanus had them all returned. He was not interested 
in their gifts. Tomorrow he would carry out his threat! 

Last of all, without ceremony, without gifts, the Romans 
sent an aged woman to the General’s camp. Entering his tent, 
she knelt before Coriolanus. Displeased at this interruption, he 
looked up, frowning, ready to dismiss the intruder curtly. She 
lifted her bowed head and returned his look. In an instant, 
Coriolanus was on his feet and tenderly drew her erect: “Moth- 
er!” His voice was gentler than anyone had ever heard it. 
Quietly she pleaded with him to spare Rome. The sight of her 
anguish was too much for the proud General. His desire for 
vengeance forgotten, he told her simply: “Mother, you have 
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saved Rome, but you have lost your son.” For he knew that if 
he withdrew from the city without laying it waste, he would be 
killed by his own soldiers as a traitor. But he could not refuse 
his mother. Rome was saved even at the cost of his life. 

If a pagan Roman soldier, stern in his desire for vengeance, 
could be so won by his mother’s request, what will not Jesus, 
the loving Son of Mary, do at her request for those who ask her 
help? He obeyed her on earth and glories now in fulfilling her 
desires in heaven. Ask for what you need through Mary, and 
you will never be refused. Ask, too, for this poor world, which 
has so long been calling down upon itself the just vengeance of 
God. Beg with the confidence of a child, and Mary will once 
more intervene to beseech her offended Son to forgive us. Ask 
it through your Mother! 


Adorers — Now and in Eternity 


On March 12, 1959, feast of St. Gregory, a great Benedictine 
Pope, new members were added to our Benedictine family by the 
investment of six Postulants with the holy habit, the profession 
of two Novices, and profession of perpetual vows by six Sisters. 

The six Postulants to become Novices are: Miss Felicitas 
Correa, Puerto Rico; Barbara Ann Bertolotti, Chicago, Illinois; 
Madeline Seferovich, Kansas City, Missouri; Katherine Styles, 
Chicago, Illinois; Ann Argenziano, Montclair, New Jersey; and 
Petra Nunez, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Novice Catherine Barrow of Chicago, Illinois, became Sister 
M. Mechtilde; and Novice Elizabeth Ann Barrette of Jackson- 
ville, Florida, Sister M. Agatha. 

Perpetual Vows were made by Sister M. Corona Boylan, of 
Staten Island, New York; Sister M. Lillian Black, Boston, 
Massachusetts; Sister Maureen Truland, Lancaster, New Hamp- 
shire; Sister M. Mark Kuborn, Kaukauna, Wisconsin; Sister M. 
Thecla Ambrose, Johnson Creek, Wisconsin; and Sister M. 
Clemens McManus, Seattle, Washington. 

Two days later the Angel of Death came for the soul of Sis- 
ter M. Angela Bueche, and again in the early morning of Good 
Friday for Sister M. Innocence Schrader. Both were Golden 
Jubilarians. We commend them to your prayers. 

Sister M. Innocence was the oldest member of the Congrega- 
tion and the last of the early members. 
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Be sure to unite with us in our 


Novena to the Sacred Heart 


from to 
Feast Feast 
of of the 
Corpus Sacred 
Christi Heart 
May June 
28 5 





Let the Adorers in our five Sanctuaries of Perpetual 
Adoration present your petitions to the Sacred Heart on His 
Eucharistic Throne of mercy and love during this solemn 
Novena. 


From the time of its formal opening, with the recitation of 
the Sacred Heart Litany after the solemn procession on Corpus 
Christi, till its closing on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, the 
Novena Prayer, the Litany of the Sacred Heart, will be prayed 
every hour of the day and night by the official adorers in each of 
our five Sanctuaries, and each morning by the assembled Com- 
munities at Benediction. 


The intentions of all who wish to be included will be placed 
on the altar during the Novena, if sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Novena Petitions to the Sacred Heart 


Jesus invites you with infinite love to come to Him with all 
your troubles and trials. He knows your sufferings, your 
problems, your needs. He has counted your sighs and tears. 
He longs for you to call upon Him for help and consolation. 
“Come to Me, all you who are heavily burdened, and I will 
refresh you.” 


Kindly check the petitions you wish included: 


ah Eternal salvation for self and dear _...... Intentions and needs of Holy 
ones Father and Church 
acai Good health, freedom from worry _ ...... Welfare of children and loved 
ones 


God's counsel in all my decisions 


...... Family peace, happy marriage 
Return of loved one to Church 


...... Good employment 


Success in obtaining house, work; 





studies trasss Happy death 
Sich Safekeeping of absent loved on a. Recovery of lost article 
scaled Souls of departed 
seid World peace 
Rod: Conversion to Faith ; 
pean Guidance of all Goverenment 
sacea Vocation in life officials 
‘Special Petitions 
MUMNIIIE . <cccandginiaivpasdqeeidaissidhens duis ducindasenteiiabateah tea stagea banka naanaeatieatereliel 
AGOPORB. ....c20-..6.000desnhsl-ce Lids eeee-asioertieissige siden diana 
CO 2b thicken BS Zone ...... Rr sen eee ever 
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Under Mary’s Protection 


SOME time ago, a mother wrote to tell us how wonderfully 
Our Lady had protected her two teen-age sons. They had gone 
out for a ride in the evening—it was in the days of horse and 
buggy. At a railroad crossing they were struck by a train, the 
horse was killed and the buggy demolished, but they crawled out 
of the wreckage unharmed. After they had attended to remov- 
ing the wreckage and the dead horse from the crossing, they 
walked home, a distance of three miles, and related what had 
happened. The mother, noting the time of the accident, found 
that it had occurred just a few minutes after she had placed her 
boys under Our Lady’s care. Being very tired, she had decided 
to retire early, but had stopped before Our Lady’s picture and 
prayed the Litany of Loreto, asking Mary to protect her boys. 
She added that it was their custom to pray the Litany every 
evening after supper, before leaving the table, and the boys had 
prayed it with the family as usual. 

A young Lieutenant in the Air Service attributed a safe 
landing on one occasion to Mary’s intercession. Lost in the 
clouds above England, he found that the gasoline in his plane 
was running very low. ‘We were about to bail out,” he wrote 
to his mother, “when I said a little prayer to the Blessed Virgin 
to ask her to get us down on the ground. So down through the 
clouds we went and broke through almost directly over the only 
field that was open in that section of England. We landed with 
gas enough to fly about two more minutes. We found that the 
field had been opened just ten days before, and dedicated to Our 
Blessed Lady. The officer in charge, a devout Catholic, presented 
me with a copy of the New Testament, in memory of my experi- 
ence.” 


STONEWALL JACKSON’S VIEW... 


General Stonewall Jackson was once asked the meaning of the 
words ‘‘Be instant in prayer,’’ which St. Paul used in the letter he wrote 
to the Colossians from his prison cell (Col. 4:2). Jackson answered by 
telling how he personally put St. Paul’s admonition into practice: 

“T have so fixed a habit of prayer in my mind that I never raise a 
glass of water to my lips without asking God’s blessing on it. I never 
seal a letter without putting a prayer under the seal. I never take a 
letter from the post without raising my mind to heaven. I never change 
my classes (at West Point) without a minute’s petition for the cadets.”’ 

We can all add meaning to our daily life by trying to live constantly 
in the presence of God. Frequent prayer is a powerful means of deep- 
ening our inner life. By prayer we sanctify all that we say and do. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


AY, dear Little Lovers, belongs in a special way to Our 

Blessed Mother. Of course Mary has a very special claim 

to our love not only in May but always, because she is the one 

through whom Jesus came to us and through whom we go to 

Jesus. And it is as our Mother that Mary wants us to think of 

her; she has other titles, such as Lady and Queen, but as St. 
Therese said: “Mary is more a mother than a queen!” 


If we are looking for a model to follow in honoring Mary, 
we can find few better ones than this same Little Flower of Jesus. 
She loved God’s Mother with a tender devotion. Every night 
before she fell asleep, she would ask: “Is our Blessed Mother 
pleased with me today?” She felt that if Mary was pleased, the 
day had been well spent. It was her great joy to be chosen to 
recite the Act of Consecration to Mary for her First Communion 
class and she tells us: “I put my whole heart into the reading of 
the prayer and begged Our Blessed Mother always to watch over 
me.” 

When Jesus was dying on the Cross He gave us a precious 
gift, straight from His Heart. This gift was His Blessed Mother, 
and from that moment Mary took each and every one of us to 
her own heart and loved us as her own children. She knows just 
exactly what each one of us needs and how to ask Jesus for it. 
Nothing is too big for us to ask of this Mother; nothing is too 
small, for she is our Mother and sees into our hearts with a 
mother’s eyes. 

Mary’s earthly life was spent in loving service of Jesus, and 
now in heaven she still desires more than anything else that souls 
love her Son. But for this she needs our help. She asks all of 
us to be apostles and missionaries; not missionaries who go to 
far-off lands to convert pagans, but missionaries right here at 
home. Missionaries of love! That is the kind of missionary St. 
Therese was, and because through her ardent love of Jesus she 
won so many souls for Him, the Church has named her the 
Patroness of the Missions. 


To be a missionary for Mary, all we need is love—love, and 
the desire to win souls for her Son. Our Blessed Mother told us 
how to do this in her message at Fatima, when she asked for 
prayer and sacrifice in order to convert the world. She told the 
little children then that many souls are lost because there is no 
one to make sacrifices for them. So we hope that in this month 
of May, all our Little Lovers will become missionaries for Mary, 
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missionaries by prayer, by love and by sacrifice. By love, we 
mean especially love for the Blessed Sacrament, love for Holy 
Mass and Communion, love for Jesus in the tabernacle. Not 
only loving Him ourselves, but getting others to love Him, too. 
How happy we would make Mary if we would encourage our 
friends to come with us to Mass and receive Holy Communion 
during May, if we would bring them with us for a visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament and try to interest those who do not seem to 
love Jesus in this way. 


The second way of being a missionary is by prayer. Pray 
often and fervently that Jesus will come to more hearts in His 
love and mercy every day. Say your morning and night prayers 
with great fervor for this intention. Pray the Hail Mary, asking 
Our Blessed Mother to help you increase love for her Divine Son 
in many hearts. When you are walking to school or back, pray 
a decade of your Rosary to win souls for Jesus and often make 
little ejaculations telling Jesus and Mary that you love them and 
want others to love them also. 


The third way of winning souls for Jesus is sacrifice. By 
sacrifice you can pay the price for souls who do not love Our 
Lord. It is as if you were in a store with someone who wanted 
to buy something very much, but did not have money to pay for 
it. Because you want him to have it, you give him the money 
to buy it. And because you want souls to love Jesus, you “pay 
the price” for them by your sacrifices. These do not have to be 
big sacrifices that everyone will see and talk about. No, they can 
be just ordinary things; like smiling when you feel more like 
frowning, answering kindly, when you are tempted to say some- 
thing unkind, offering to do something for Daddy or Mother 
without having to be asked, doing your share of the household 
work, so that others don’t have to do it all, passing up a favorite 
dessert at table, or taking more of something you don’t like. All 
these are just ordinary things, but if you do them with a heart 
full of love and the intention of winning souls for Jesus, they 
become real missionary works. We hope that each of you will 
be such missionaries and offer many acts of love, many prayers 
and many sacrifices, each a golden penny, to win souls. Put your 
golden pennies in Mary’s hands during May, and she will “spend” 
them for you for souls. 


PRACTICE: Each evening, ask yourself if you have been a mission- 
ary during the day and have offered the golden pennies of love, prayer 
and sacrifice to win souls for Jesus. 


ASPIRATION: Jesus, I love You! Mary, my Mother, help me to 
win souls for Jesus! 
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For the Month of Mary 


Devotion to Mary — Why love our Blessed Mother? There are a 
thousand reasons! This booklet will show you the basis for the honor 
we pay her and help you to an ever greater love for God’s Mother and 
yours. 15¢ 


Under Mary’s Mantle — Carefully, lovingly, Mary watches over us 
from birth to death. Make the most of this protection by appreciating 
it and calling on your Heavenly Mother. Special section on consecra- 
tion of children to Mary. 15¢ 


To Jesus through Mary — Mary is the “short-cut” to Jesus. She is 
the “Gate of Heaven” and leads her clients, speedily, safely and surely 
to the Heart of her Son. This booklet, based on St. De Montfort’s 
True Devotion, will explain the essential points of real devotion to 
Mary. 15¢ 


Heart of Our Mother and Queen — Ideal for the feast 
of Mary’s Queenship, May 31. This booklet explains 
the devotion of the Five First Saturdays and considers 
the vital message Mary gave the world at Fatima. 15¢ 











The Rosary, My Treasure— A favorite Marian devotion 
and a most powerful one, the Rosary has been advo- 
cated by Saints and many Popes. Use this popular 
booklet to benefit more from its beauty, power and 
efficacy. 15¢ 


Novenas for the Feasts of 
the Blessed Virgin. — A 
help toward honoring 
Mary the whole year 
round. Prayers and 
thoughts for most of her 
feasts, gathered from the 
prayers of the Church and 
put in the form of No- 
venas and Triduums. 

128 pages, 25¢ 


Benedictine Convent 
of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








MAY 
Saint Joseph, the Worker 
Go to Joseph 
Devotions to Saint Joseph 
MAY 7 


Ascension 


Gems from the Liturgy 
for the Feasts of Our Lord 
Part II (96 pp., 20¢) 
MAY 8 
Apparition of Saint Michael 
‘Neath St. Michael’s Shield 


MAY 17 


Pentecost 


Devotion to the Holy Spirit 


MAY 22 
Saint Rita 
St. Jude and St. Rita, 


Helpers in Desperate 
Cases 


MAY 24 
Trinity Sunday 


What is God? 
Devotion to the 
Holy Trinity 
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MAY 28 
Corpus Christi 


The Holy Eucharist, 
Our All 


God with Us 
My Daily Visit 


Eucharistic Heart-talks 
with Jesus 


Eucharistic Miracles 


Communion Devotions 
with Mary 


Your Mass and YOU 
God Himself, Our Sacrifice 


My Daily Companion 
at Mass 


The Treasures of the Mass 
(128 pages, 50¢ a copy.) 


Each booklet 15¢, except 


as marked. 


Order from: 


Benedictine Convent 
of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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